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CATAWBA COUNTY                
       AGRICULTURAL ADVISORY BOARD ACTIVITIES 

 

Background 
Catawba County is recognized as both a vital farming community, and an urbanizing county, 
with a 2017 census population estimate of 155,461.  This farm/urban mix enhances the 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΩǎ ƻǾŜǊŀƭƭ ǉǳŀlity of life, providing housing and economic opportunities, along with 
the rural character that residents seek.  Lands comprised of farms contribute to the economic 
viability of the area and help maintain a healthy wildlife habitat, adequate open space, and 
ground water recharge areas. 
 
With the past three years having shown an upward growth in North Carolina, Agriculture 
Commissioner, Steve Troxler, estimates the NC agriculture/agribusiness industry will likely be a 
$100 billion industry by 2020.  The expected growth is partly due to additional infrastructure 
and resources.  College of Agriculture and Life Sciences (CALS) Dean Richard Linton stated, ά²Ŝ 
are the third most diverse state in the country when it comes to production of ingredients. We 
producŜ Ƨǳǎǘ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴȅǘƘƛƴƎ ȅƻǳΩŘ ǿŀƴǘ ǘƻ Ǉǳǘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀ ǾŀƭǳŜ-ŀŘŘŜŘ ƎƻƻŘΦέ  Linton confirmed 
¢ǊƻȄƭŜǊΩǎ goal to expand the economic impact of agriculture and agribusiness in North Carolina 
to $100 billion by the year 2020. Food manufacturing is a big part of the solution to get us 
ǘƘŜǊŜΦέ  
 
As a rural area, Catawba County is highly recognized for its farm operations.  Farms remain a 
cornerstone in the community as they provide economic vitality and food for residents.  
 

The Voluntary Agricultural District Ordinance was 
adopted by the Catawba County Commissioners in 
October of 2008 in an attempt to mitigate the loss 
of farm area.  Farmers began enrolling and the 
program continues to grow.  
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The graph below shows the source of NC Farm Cash Receipts for 2016.  Associated value 
added/agribusiness receipts are not included in these figures.  (Data from 2017 is unavailable at 
this time.)  Notice that raising of livestock and poultry make up the majority agricultural 
receipts at 68.0%. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
            

Source: Economic Research Service (ERS), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)  

 
 
The map below categories agriculture/agribusiness cash receipts by county.  Catawba County 
ranked in the $50 to $99 million category of receipts for 2016.   

 
          Source: Economic Research Service (ERS), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA)  
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Source:  National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA) 
 

 
Note:  A farm is any establishment from which $1,000 or more of agricultural products or sold would normally be 
sold during the year. 
Source:  National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), United States Department of Agriculture (USDA 

 
Source:  National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS), United Stated Department of Agriculture (USDA) 

 
New Census of Agriculture in Process 
The U.S. Department of Agriculture's (USDA) National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) is 
currently collecting information for the 2017 Census of Agriculture. The Census of Agriculture is 
the only NASS questionnaire mailed to every producer across the country and is conducted just 
once every five years. The Census provides a complete account of the industry, its changes, and 
emerging trends. Census data are widely used, often relied on when developing the Farm Bill 
and other farm policy, and when making decisions about disaster relief, community planning, 
technology development, etc. 
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At 177 years old, the Census of Agriculture tells the story of U.S. agriculture. It provides the only 
source of uniform, comprehensive and impartial agricultural data for every county in the 
nation. The data are valuable to those who serve farmers and rural communities, including 
federal, state and local governments, agribusinesses, trade associations, extension educators, 
researchers, even farmers and ranchers themselves. Census results help shape farm programs 
and boost services for communities and the industry. The Census of Agriculture is a farmer or 
raƴŎƘŜǊΩǎ ǾƻƛŎŜΣ ŦǳǘǳǊŜΣ ŀƴŘ ƻǇǇƻǊǘǳƴƛǘȅΦ CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǘƛƻƴ ŀōƻǳǘ ǘƘŜ нлмт /Ŝƴǎǳǎ ƻŦ 
Agriculture, visit www.agcensus.usda.gov. 

NASS revised the census forms in an attempt to document changes and emerging trends in the 
industry. Changes include a new question about military veteran status, expanded questions 
about food marketing practices, and questions about on-farm decision-making to help better 
capture the roles and contributions of beginning farmers, women farmers, and others involved 
in running a farm enterprise.  Producers can respond online at www.agcounts.usda.gov or by 
mail by February 5. The online questionnaire offers new timesaving features.  
 
Catawba County Voluntary Agricultural District Progress 
/ŀǘŀǿōŀ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ VAD showed slow growth in 2017, with 38.32 acres of land being added to 
the General Program, and 90.31 added to the Enhanced Program.  To help promote 
membership, a mailing was sent to all owners who had land in the Present Use Value Tax 
Program to introduce them to the Voluntary Agricultural District Program.  It was sent out in 
December 2017.   
 
Award  
Catawba County Commissioner, Dan Hunsucker and 
his family were awarded the 2017 State Outstanding 
Conservation Farm Family Award from the North 
Carolina Association of Soil and Water Conservation 
Districts, for their operation of Hunsucker Farms, LLC.  
The award recognizes farmers and their families who 
are actively taking the initiative to implement sound, 
innovative and cost-effective conservation techniques 
and are actively involved in conservation education.  
Competition judging criteria include conservation activities, stewardship, community 
leadership, education, and conservation knowledge.  Factual evidence of effective conservation 

techniques must be available for review and fall within 
the following categories - soil resource management, 
water resource management and pollution impact 
management. The entire operation, including livestock 
and property that is owned, rented or operated by the 
contestant must be considered in the application.  
State winners must agree to allow their farm to be 
used for demonstrational purposes so others can learn 
from their outstanding conservation achievements. 

https://www.agcensus.usda.gov/index.php
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Every year the division helps judge farms 
ŜƴǘŜǊŜŘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ ŎƻƳǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴΦ  
Subject matter experts from federal and 
state agencies, North Carolina State 
University, farm organizations and 
association members choose area and 
regional winners before selecting the state-
level Outstanding Conservation Farm 
Family. 
 

The division helps organize a celebration  
event to recognize the farming family and the 
Soil and Water Conservation District that 
partners with the family to implement 
conservation practices on the farm.  The 
celebration was held at the farm on 
September 22, 2017.  After the presentation 
and lunch, participants were invited take a 
wagon tour of the farm.  In his acceptance 
remarks, Dan mentioned that while growing 
up, his mother told him that good or bad, you 
are always an example to someone.  His 

earning this award shows Dan is a model 
for making good environmental choices.  
Dignitaries who participated in the 
ceremony included Steve Troxler, NC 
Commissioner of Agriculture; Randy 
Isenhower, Chair, Catawba County Board 
of Commissioners; Jimmy Gentry, NC State 
Grange; Chris Hogan, NC Association of 
Soil and Water Conservation Districts 
President; Susie Devine, Catawba Soil and 
Water Conservation District Chair; Laura 
Parnell, Catawba Soil and Water 
Conservation district Vice Chair, Steve Killian, Catawba Soil and Water Conservation District 
{ǳǇŜǊǾƛǎƻǊΤ ŀƴŘ wŜǾΦ {Ŏƻǘǘ WƻƘƴǎƻƴΣ {ǘΦ WƻƘƴΩǎ [ǳǘƘŜǊŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΦ 
 
 
 

 


